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to the right reverend 
Samuel, Lord Bishop of Oxford, 

Chancellor of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter ^ 
Lard High Almoner to the S^ueen, &e. 

My Lord, 

Tou will noty I am well of- 
furedy/ee any prefumptim in the dedica- 
tion of this little work to you by one who 
received ordination from your hands, 
and who is indebted to you for much 
bejides. I might ftillj however, bejitate 
to indulge my wijhes in this re/peSl, did 
not the inter eft which your Lordjhip is 
known to have difplayed in the welfare 
of the Choir, once under your direSion, 
as Dean of Wejlminjier,feem to warrant 
my doing fo with peculiar propriety. 

And 



Vlll 



Dedication. 



Andy now that you have been pleafed to 
exprefs " a lively interefi in my attempt 
to call attention to the duty Jo plainly 
incumbent on the Church of making Jome 
effectual provijion for the fpiritual Jafe- 
guard and improvement of her ChoriJ- 
terSy' my only remaining anxiety is, left 
anything in the following pages fhould 
occajion me to forfeit y what I value 
muchy your Lord/hip^ s good opinion. 
I have the honour to be 

Tour Lordfhip's obedient 
Servant and Sony 

J. E. M. 
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PREFACE. 

HE hiftorical notes col- 
lefted in this little work 
are the fame, in fubftance, 
with an article which ap- 
in the Ecclejtajiic for May, 
The matter of them has fince 
been correfted and enlarged, and is 
now circulated in its prefent form 
in the hope that it may attraft the 
notice of fome who have the means 
of improving the condition of Choirs. 
The Author believes that much of 
the neglecft to which they are fub- 
jeft in fome places, refults from a 
pofitive ignorance of the pofition 
which Chorifters were intended to 
occupy. Thofe who believe that they 

ought 
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ought to be, ex officio y an inferior clafs 
of fociety, may learn a leffon from the 
fads here recorded ; for they will 
fcarcely perfift in attaching the idea of 
degradation to an order which has con- 
tributed, not fparingly, to the ranks 
of Biftiops, Confeffors, and Martyrs. 

There are fome who have an sef- 
thetical appreciation of Church mufic, 
without regarding much its higheft 
fimcftions. Even they are interefted 
in the objefts of this publication, for 
it is the Author's conviAion that the 
choral fervice will never be brought to 
perfeftion till means are employed to 
make it a bleffing, inftead of the re- 
verie, to thofe who take part in it pro- 
feffionally. At prefent it muft be 
feared that the abufes of die cathedral 
fervice are fufficient in many cafes to 
conftitute it a fchool for irreverence 
and unreality. Such, for inftance, is 
the tendency of the praftice which 
allows finging men and boys to 

give 
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give their fervices to two or more 
choirs in the fame day ; thus prevent- 
ing, by a wearifome repetition of the 
fame fervice, any likelihood of their 
notes of prayer and praife being an 
offering of the heart. Still more fatal 
is it to the old fraternal feeling which 
brought together, day by day, the 
fame men within the fame walls, not 
that a few fliould difcharge for the 
benefit of the reft the duties of a hired 
performer, but that all ihould claim 
alike a fhare in the bleffmgs and privi- 
leges of the place where they were 
taught to feel at home. 

It cannot be doubted that Chorifters 
are, from mere familiarity, peculiarly 
liable to calloufnefs in the difcharge of 
duties which demand the deepeft reve- 
rence. Some trials of this kind may 
be obviated by the care of organifts 
and choir-mafters. Whenever ufe is 
m^de of facred words or facred places, 
their fanftity fhould be moft fcrupu- 

loufly 
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loufly borne in mind. If it be abfo- 
lutely impoffible to avoid altogether 
rehearfals in a confecrated building, at 
leaft there fhould be nothing faid or 
done but what is in full harmony with 
the place. A boy muft never aflbciate 
with the houfe of God recoUeftions of 
light talking, angry words, or punifh- 
ment. And, wherever the neceflary 
pradtice is performed, it would be 
well if the cuftom of fome organifts 
prevailed more generally, who, when a 
paffage requires frequent repetition to 
enfure perfection, permit it only to be 
vocalized, without any familiar reitera- 
tion of folemn words. Thefe precau- 
tions will not be thought fuperfluous 
by thofe who confider that the religious 
feelings of a boy may be deadened for 
life by the very circumftances in which 
he is placed, and that the hardened 
impiety which is fometimes feen in 
choirs, is the efFed and confequence of 
their facred calling. 

For 
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For the fame reafon it is much to 
be wifhed that a more reverential be- 
haviour were required of Chorifters 
immediately before and after their par- 
ticipation in Divine fervice. The time 
fpent in affuming and laying afide the 
furplice, fhould at leaft be ferious and 
quiet, if not more deeply imprefled 
with the expedtation of folemnities to 
come, or the recoUedion of thofe 
which are paft. So much is certainly 
due to the fanftity of a veftment which 
diftinguifhes the Minifters of the 
Church, of whatever rank, and which 
in old times was never lightly aflumed, 
nor without a prayer. 

The evils are many and moft ferious 
which arife from the cuftom of fufFer- 
ing Chorifters to proftitute their mu- 
fical powers to fecular or convivial 
purpofes. Not only does it teach 
them to forget the religious nature of 
the office for which they are fet apart, 
and the claims of that fociety to which 

their 
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their talents are due, but alfo expofes 
them to temptations and corruptions 
which muft make parents and true 
guardians tremble for their charge. 
At dinners and evening-parties they 
meet with folicitations to excefe, and 
opportunities of fenfual indulgence, 
which are the more difficult to refift 
becaufe only occafionally offered, and 
which often lay the foundation of evil 
habits not eafily ftiaken off in after life. 
At concerts they are in danger from 
fociety of which the morality is fome- 
times far from ftrift, and whofe in- 
fluence is rendered more feduftive by 
their very fimilarity of gifts and fym- 
pathy in taftes. And, at the beft, the 
recolleftion of the circumftances and 
converfation of the previous evening 
is likely to induce a frame of mind by 
no means fuited to the part they have 
to bear in the morning's fervice, be- 
fldes the languor and inattention which 
follow from unufual ftrefs on the vocal 

and 
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and bodily powers. It is a matter of 
experience that, after fuch occafions, 
boys are often diforderly and indif- 
pofed to exertion in fchool, and, of 
courfe, ftill lefs in tune for Church, 
Laftly, their paflage home at night 
muft often lead them through ftreets 
which can hardly fail to bare fome 
impure leffon to an unprotedted boy. 

There is a manifeft injuftice in the 
utter abandonment which is the lot 
of many boys in Cathedral and Colle- 
giate Choirs as foon as their voices are 
broken. In fuch cafes the Church has 
ufed up their talents while thofe talents 
were effedive, and then fends them 
adrift, not in the fame pofition in 
which they ftood when flie called them 
to her fervice, but under the difadvan- 
tage of having pafled the period of 
education, without any fufficient train- 
ing to enable them to provide fori 
themfelves in after life. It is no an- ! 
fwer to this that fuch boys are often \ 

fupplied j 
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fupplied with pecuniary means to ef- 

i tablifli them as apprentices, or in other 

j fimilar pofitions. The fad: is well- 

I known and undeniable, that in many 

, inftances the inefficiency of their edu- 

; cation, for even worldly purpofes, is 

i attefted by a life of gradual, but not 

I flow decline, through various ftages 

of inaftion, embarraflment, and diffipa- 

tion, to utter ruin both of foxil and 

body. 

But even if the moft fufficient means 
were provided to eftablifti thefe boys 
in fecular employments of ordinary 
refpeftability, the Church is wronging 
' both herfelf and them in doing no 
more for them. It is furely no extra- 
vagant afTertion, that their fpecial 
dedication to the fervice of God in 
; childhood, ought in fome degree to 
, influence the whole of their after life. 
Why fliould it not be faid of each of 
them, as of Samuel, the prototype of 
I this clafs of miniftering children, " as 
I long 
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long as he liveth he fliall be lent to 
the Lord ?" At a time when the 
demand for Clergy is fo great and fo 
rapidly increasing that our Bifhops are 
impelled to fill up the ranks of the 
Miniftry with national fchoolmafters, 
diftrifl: vifitors, and various clafles of 
*^ literate perfons," what claim to this 
fervice can be fo prominent as that of 
Chorifters, who in the outfet of life are 
ranked among ecclefiaftical perfons? 
The flower of the order in phyfical 
and intelledtual qualifications fhould be 
fecured at once for eventual ordination. 
Thofe who feem to want a fuificient 
call to the highefl: fundlions of the 
Church, may ferve her by meeting the 
numerous demands for miflionary and 
lay inftruftion. Others may continue 
to ferve in choir as adult fingers ; but 
the moral condition of fuch ought to 
be an objeft of far greater folicitude 
than it is now. 

The means of preparing Chorifl:ers 

for 
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for thefe ecclefiaftical occupations in 
riper years, are perhaps not eafily pro- 
vided ; that is, they cannot be found 
by thofe who are incapable of great 
felf-devotion. But thofe who are able 
and willing to make a real effort in 
fecuring for them their proper pofition 
in life, may avail themfelves of already 
exifting and nafcent inftitutions, which 
offer, at a comparatively fmall expenfe, 
a fufficient theological education for 
the purpofe. For the following hints, 
the developement of which mufl in a 
great meafure depend upon local cir- 
cumftances, the Author is mainly in- 
debted to a Clergyman whofe aftive 
interefk in the caufe is equalled by his 
judgment and experience. 

The cafe of Collegiate Choirs is the 
leafl urgent, becaufe they do pofTefs to 
a confiderable extent, the means of 
providing for their ex-choriflers by 
benefaftions attached to their own 
body. And it is well known that, in 

one. 
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one, at leaft, of our univerfities, thefe 
means are fo far taken advantage of, 
that fervitorfhips, clerldhips, fcholar- 
fliips, and, eventually, fellowfhips, and 
even higher appointments, are fre- 
quently beftowed upon thofe whofe 
fervices began in the choir. It is only 
neceflary therefore to prefs the exten- 
fion of this pradlice as far as it can be 
carried, without injury to the focieties 
in whofe hands the opportunity is 
vefted. 

Among Cathedral bodies there are 
fome which have lately manifefted a 
laudable defire to make fome provifion, 
though not to the extent which is here 
advocated, for boys who have ceafed 
to be efficient in choir. At Salifbury, 
as the Author has been informed, 
among other figns of improved care 
for the welfare of the choir, a fund 
has been formed for the purpofe of 
defraying the expenfes of placing ex- 
chorifters as apprentices to refpedable 

tradefmen. 
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tradefmen. Might not the fame ma- 
chinery be applied to a ftill more 
liberal arrangement ? It would be 
very prafticable for Deans and Chap- 
ters, or for pious individuals, to found 
exhibitions in the universities of Ox- 
ford, Cambridge, or Durham, or at 
S. Auguftine's, Canterbury, and iimilar 
places of theological education; to 
which exhibitions the beft boys of the 
choir fliould be eligible, on the break- 
ing of their voices, if defirous to enter 
into Holy Orders. The Author ven- 
tures to predift that fuch a generous 
encouragement to an honourable am- 
bition, would meet with its reward in 
the advantage derived to the Church 
from a zealous and energetic addition 
to its body of Clergy. 

It would be neceflary, however, to 
make provifion alfo for a fecond clafs, 
namely thofe who, without aiming at 
Holy Orders, are likely to repay a 
liberal education by becoming faithful 

and 
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and religious lay-members of the 
Church, bearing through life the im- 
print of their devotion to God's fervice 
in childhood. It is propofed that 
fome arrangement fhould be made with 
the National Society, by which fuch 
boys as defire it and feem qualified, 
may have the ufual education of na- 
tional fchoolmafters in their training 
fchool, without expenfe to themfelves. 
Others may profit by the application 
of fome fuch fund as has been already 
alluded to, to pay the coft of binding 
them as apprentices to refpeftable 
tradefmen of the Church of England, 
with a view to their becoming printers, 
bookfellers, mufic-fellers, or members 
of other congenial trades. 

It is obvious that one remunerating 
advantage which would refult from 
thefe efibrts, would be the elevation of 
the whole clafs of Chorifters, by making 
the pofition more defirable and more 
fought after, and fo offering a larger 

and 
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and fuperior body of candidates for 
feleftion. And if the experiment were 
once fairly tried, there is little reafon 
to doubt that the zeal and liberality of 
Churchmen would give it eifeft. 

In conclufion, it may be proper to 
fay a very few words on the particular 
charader of the education which the 
circumftances of Chorifters require, 
while they are yet in that office. Of 
courfe the deftiny marked out for them 
by the ufe or rejedion of the fuggef- 
tions made above, muft in a great 
meafure determine their wants in this 
refpeft ; but, fetting afide their condi- 
tion in after life, their peculiar office 
has a claim to fome peculiar precau- 
tions. It muft be acknowledged that 
their daily involuntary attendance on 
fervices of confiderable length, and 
their familiarity with facred words and 
places, are too often fuccefsftd induce- 
ments to irreverence, or at leaft involve 
the guilt of flighted opportunities. 

Above 
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Above all, therefore, their inftrucftors 
are bound to inftil a feeling of venera- 
tion for facred things, and a fenfe of 
refponfibility for means of grace* 
They fliould be made acquainted with 
the meaning and intention of every 
part of the fervice, and taught to feel 
that it is their privilege really to take 
part in it for their own benefit and the 
glory of God, rather than to perform 
it merely for the fake of others. The 
unfailing efficiency of earneft prayer in 
procuring all they need, fhould be 
held up to them as a motive to real 
worftiip, and a proteftion againft 
wearinefs. The hiftory of the Pfklms, 
with which they have fb much to do, 
illuftrations of their application to our 
own circumftances, and inftruAion in 
the harder paflages, fliould mingle in 
their daily leflbns. Laftly, if any want 
the inclination to exert themfelves fo 
far in fuch a work, or think the claims 
of this clafs urged beyond reafon, they 

may 



IS 



i6 



Preface. 

may gather from the words of John 
Gerfon, " the moft Chriftian Dodtor/' 
an afliirance that fuch labour of love 
is not thrown away. " Since children 
and youths form no mean portion of 
the Church, it is not Christ's will to 
let them pafs without fit training. * * 
* * Whofoever, therefore, calls to 
mind the fins of his own youth, and 
many befides, as I do, fhould be fer- 
vent in this work, which hides a mul- 
titude of fins, which turns the wicked 
from the error of his way, and frees 
his foul from death."* 

The Author has to acknowledge the 
afliftance of many kind friends, whofe 
names he is unwilling to publifh with- 
out knowing how far they are difpofed 
to fanftion his attempt. 

Magd. Coll. Oxford, 
May I, 1848. 

• Gerfonii Opera, I. '* Dc parvulis ad Chris- 
tum trahendis.'' 
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N appeal for refpeA on be- 
half of even the humbleft 
Minifters of the Church, 
may feem to fome fuper- 
fluous, as if the office of fuch muft be 
its own protedion. Yet the clafs of 
which we are about to fpeak, is in 
many places held in fuch fmall efteem, 
that a few pages devoted to its caufe 
can fcarcely be an idle, and will, it 
is hoped, be no fruitlefs undertaking. 
It is, at leaft, no unprecedented one. 
Already Mr. Jebb's work upon the 
Choral Service of the Church has 
earned the gratitude of Choirs, and all 

concerned 
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concerned with them. Mifs Racket's 
exertions deferve ftill higher praife, for 
not only is her ^' Brief Account of Ca- 
thedral and Collegiate Schools '* one 
of the greateft intereft and refearch, 
but her perfonal applications to thofe 
authorities who regulate the Choirs 
throughout the kingdom were, under 
every difappointment and difcourage- 
ment, as zealous and unwearied as the 
caufe demands, and this is faying 
much. To both thefe works we are 
indebted for much valuable informa- 
tion, and from the latter we will bor- 
row, and addrefs to all Collegiate and 
Cathedral bodies where the appeal is 
not fuperfluous, the Authorefs's words 
reipefting the obfervance of the Eton 
ftatutes, fo far as they affed the Choir : 
" I appeal to the confciences of all the 
parties concerned, whether thefe fta- 
tutes, fo unequivocally exprefled and 
fo awfxilly ratified, are in any point 
obeyed." 

But 
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But thefe works, juftly as they claim 
our gratitude, do not feem to preclude 
all farther efforts in the fame direAion. 
They confift, in one cafe, of ftatiftics 
refpedling the foundations of Schools 
and Choirs, in the other, of fuggeftions 
for the improvement of exifting choral 
praftice. To us is left the not lefs 
interefting tafk of tracing the hiftory 
of Chorifters as an order ^ together 
with the traditions and obfervances 
connefted with it. 

Our hiftorical furvey muft com- 
mence at an early period if we wifli to 
inveftigate the origin of the office. 
The adoption of facred mufic by the 
Church was almoft coeval with her 
own inftitution, and the feparation of a 
portion of the congregation as fingers 
followed naturally at no very diftant 
period. " In the time of the ApoflJes," 
fays Cardinal Bona,* "and for fome 
ages following, the whole affembly of 

• Bonae Opera. Rcr. Liturg. i. 25. § 19. 

the 
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the faithful ufed to refpond to the of- 
ficiating Prieft, and to fing the Pfalms 
with the Clergy." In fupport of this 
he quotes the Liturgy of S. James, 
the Apoftolic Conftitutions,* S. Cy- 
prian, Juftin Martyr, S. Chrjrfoftom, 
and S. Jerome. S. James's Liturgy, 
however, while it fhows that the con- 
gregation took part in the finging, 
affigns fome parts of the fervice fpe- 
cially to " Cantoresr " But," adds 
Bona, *' fince the concert of ecclefiafti- 
cal harmony could not but be marred by 
the people's want of fkill in finging, the 
Fathers of the Council of Laodicea,f 
(a.d. 367) decreed that none fhould 
fing Pfalms in Church except the 
Canonical Cantors, who mount a pul- 
pit (fuggeftum) and fing from book, 
(ex diphtera feu membrana)." Cantors 
are mentioned in the Apoftolic Canons 
(XIX, XLII, LXI,) in the fpurious 

• Apoft. Conft. Cap. Iviii. 
t Cone. Laod. Can. XV. 

Epiftle 
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Epiftle of S. Ignatius to the Church of 
Aj^tioch, by Juftinian,* in the Four- 
teenth Canon of the Council of Chal- 
cedon, and in the Seventy-fifth of the 
Sixth Council of Conftantinople, where 
their proper behaviour and manner of 
finging is laid down. The Fourth 
Council of Carthage (Can. X.) pre- 
fcribed a fort of form of ordaining 
Cantors, which is as follows, and (al- 
moft totidem verbis) forms the rule in 
the Roman Pontificale, *Me officio 
Pfalmiftatus." "A Pfalmift (i. e. 
Cantor) may undertake the office of 
finging at the mere command of a 
Prieft, without the knowledge of the 
Bifiiop, the Prieft faying to him, 
* vide ut quod ore cantas, corde cre- 
das, et quod corde credis, operi- 
bus comprobes.'"f In the Pontificale 

• Lib. I. Tit. vi. § 32. 

t i.e. Take heed that thou believe in thy 
heart what thou fingeft with thy mouth, and 
that thou ihow forth in thy works what thou 
believeft in thy heart. there 
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there follows a form for degrad- 
ing from office thofe who have not 
obeyed this injundion, who *'have not 
believed in their hearts, nor fulfilled in 
their works what they fang with their 
mouths." 

But although the hiftory of fingers 
as a diftind clafs is fo explicit, it does 
not appear that they were ever reck- 
oned among the minor orders of the 
Church. Bingham, however, claims 
for them as good a right to this dif- 
tindion as is aflerted by the five in- 
ferior orders of the Church of Rome.* 
He ftates that Bellarmin, Habertus, 
and others who are concerned to main- 
tain the credit of the Roman Church 
in making but five inferior orders, 
avoid the difliculty by confounding 
together the orders of cantors and lec- 
tors ; and this he oppofes by references 
to the early writings already quoted, 

• Bingham's Antiq. of the Chriftian Church, 
iii. 7. 

with 
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with the addition of S. Mark's Liturgy, 
and S. Ephrem Syrus, (Serm. xciii. de 
Sec. Dom. Advent.) which two refe- 
rences we have been unable to verify. 
Laftly he fays, " Particularly Jufti- 
nian's novel does fo diftinguifh them, 
as to inform us that there were twenty- 
five fingers and one hundred and ten 
readers in the Greek Church of Con- 
ftantinople, which is a convincing evi- 
dence that they were of different 
orders." It mufl be remembered, 
however, that in the manner of their 
inflitution or appointment, cantors 
were never placed on a level with the 
five minor orders. It agreed with 
them in this, that it required no im- 
pofition of hands, or folemn confecra- 
tion ; but in one thing it differed from 
them, that whereas the refl were ufually 
conferred by the Bifhop or a Chorepif- 
copus, this might be conferred by a 
prelbyter, as prefcribed by the Fourth 
Council of Carthage in the Canon 

quoted 
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quoted above. The Eaftem Church 
appears to have deviated from primi- 
tive ufage in this refpeft, and employs 
one form for the ordination of readers 
or fingers, which includes the impofi- 
tion of hands by the Bifhop.* 

But it is of the Pueriy the children 
of the Choir, that our inclination leads 
us to fpeak peculiarly. We are anx- 
ious to fhow, as an example to our 
times, how tenderly their moral and 
intelle dual culture was regarded of old, 
and what a fanAity their profeffion was 
thought to confer upon them. In 
paft ages the morality of the Chorifter 
was looked to more than his good 
voice. Cardinal Bona fays, " If there 
be any child with an indifferent voice, 
yet if he has good works, he is a fweet 
finger before GoD."t And S. Auguf- 
tin exclaims, " Eheu ! quam multi 
Jonant voce et corde mutijunt I Cantat 

• V. King on the Greek Church, 
t Mores Catholici, vol. v. p. 1 26. 
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Deo qui vivit Deo."* The Chriftian 
Year too echoes Bona's fentiment : 

Child-like though the voices be. 
And untuneable the parts ; 

Thou wilt own the minftrelfy 
If it flow from child-like hearts.f 

That the conduft of Chorifters 
ought to be exemplary among their 
coevals is certain. As it is the Prieft's 
office to fet forth in his life the exam- 
ple of the Man Christ Jesus to all 
believers, fo thefe younger Minifters 
of the Church ought to difplay to 
thofe of their own age, the manner 
and the purity of the Child Jesus. 
This was the pattern which Dean 
Colet continually fet before the fcho- 
lars of S. Paul's, and no lefs eloquence 
than that of Erafmus was employed 
to recommend it to them.J The fame 

• Alas ! how many fing aloud with the voice, 
and are dumb in the heart. He fings to God 
who lives to God. 

t Chriftian Year (Palm Sunday). 

t Knight's Life of Dean Colet. 

holy 
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holy example is the theme of Bifhop 
Ken's Meditations for the Winchefter 
boys, both Chorifters and others ;* 
and later generations have found one 
to teach the fame leflbn within the 
fame walls.f 

But if Chorifters are to begin with 
the ftriftnefs of a clerical life, they 
muft be taught that their fervices in 
the offices of the Church are not to 
terminate with their voice. There is 
abundant evidence that, from the ear- 
lieft periods, boys, when fet apart for 
this profeffion, were carefully trained, 
and, in due time, admitted to Holy 
Orders, through which they often 
pafled to the very higheft ecclefiaftical 
preferment. *' The Roman Pontiffs," 
fays Bona, "and other governors of 
the Church, took care that the Clergy 
fhould learn the rules of finging from 
their tender years, and have a mafter 

• Ken's Manual of Prayers, 
t Wordfworth's Chriftian Boyhood. Difc. vi. 

to 
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to teach them letters and to form their 
voice."* That the fame was formerly, 
at leaft, the cafe in the Gallican 
Church, we learn from De Moleon's 
Voyages Liturgiques. (S. Martin de 
Tours.)f And where is it likely that 
we fhall find perfons more fitted for 
Holy Orders, than thofe whofe earliefl 
years have been pafTed in the daily 
duties of the fanftuary ? There have 
been, and, we may hope, there are, 
Chorifters who have fhared the mufings 
of a facred poet : J 

What happier dawri of being than to meet 
Matins and vefpers here with punftual feet ? 
What happier clofe, than here in peace to lay. 
Wearing the white robe ftill^ the exhaufted 

frame. 
And fo, through life, heaven's garb and fpeegh 

affay ? 

The very external afpedt of Chorif- 

• Bonae Op. xx. p. 487. 
f Voyages Liturgiques, p. 120. 
X Lyra Innocentium, (Chorifters in white,) 
p. 280. 

ters 
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ters feems to recommend them for a 
life of facred occupation. A modern 
writer has concluded, after fpeaking of 
"thofe children who ftand or kneel, 
clad in white robes, fo like things en- 
fkyed and fainted, fo expreffive of 
purity, of obedience, and love," that if 
Angels were to defcend vifibly, af- 
furedly it would be in fuch a form.* 
Not lefswarm and more unpremeditated 
was the teftimony of that " child of 
heathen parents, who had been taught 
on his voyage to England, the faith of 
Christ, and when firft taken to the 
fervice at a Cathedral Church, alked if 
this were heaven."t True it is that 
this afped of heavenly things may be 
hollow and unreal, the fanftity of the 
place external only, bringing no blefP- 
ing to the perfon who touches holy 
things with unhallowed hands, and 
joins with the lip in adoration from 

• Mores Catholici, v. 85. 

f Marriott's Sermons. Serm. v. p. 28. 

which 
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which his heart is eftranged. But if it 
be fo, does not the fin lie at their door, 
who tempt young children within confe- 
crated bounds, and leave them without 
fufficient guidance for their conduA 
there ? 

" Left like a waif aftray on this cold earth. 
With none his heart to train, or tune his 

mirth. 
To lift his foul, or hallow with warm prayer 
His brow once bleft but recklefs now of care : 
That brow befide the pillared fontal ftone 
Croifed, and by Christ ennobled for His 

own: 
A pricelefs jewel in gold moulding fet. 
With warders fworn to cherilh it, and yet 
Loft, well-nigh, in its very cabinet — 
Pity the poor Cathedral-boy !"* 

It ought to wring the heart of fome 
in authority, if they be living and 
chance to read thefe words, when they 
are reminded how one, not very long 
ago, as he lay on his early death-bed, 

• Ecclefia Dei. A Vifion of the Church, 
p. 20. 

" wearing 
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" wearing the white robe ftill/' (for he 
died a Chorifter) made it the theme of 
his daily lamentations that he had ever 
been a Chorifter, that he had been fuf- 
fered to heap up wrath againft the day 
of wrath, by having advantages thruft 
upon him with no direftions for their 
ufe, by irreverence in the compulfory, 
and, to the undifciplined, diftafteful 
taflc of joining in the daily fervice of 
the Church. 

We can fcarcely hope that fuch 
cafes have been rare in modern times. 
Still, where we may, it is pleafant to 
turn to brighter views. We may 
quote the teftimony of the author of 
" an Apology for Cathedral Service," 
to the general good difpofition of 
modern Chorifters. After alluding to 
" a certain emblem of authority, de- 
fcribed by a profound ritualift, (Pre- 
bendary Dennis) as ^ a hollow tube, 
containing in its cavity a wooden rod, 
and thence denominated a virge ; 

which. 
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which, being unfcrewed, is the inftru- 
ment by which flagellation ufed to be 
inflifted upon the choir-boys and other 
refradory members of the choir, who 
at the weekly Chapter had incurred 
the fentence of corporal caftigation :' " 
he adds, " this ^lufion to the inftru- 
ment of difcipline is not made with 
any harfh feelings to the interefting 
children whom it moft of all concerns. 
It gives the writer pleafure to teftify 
that he has known excellent behaviour 
fufliained among more than one fet of 
Chorifters, by voluntary refolutions 
made by themfelves in their own little 
conclave. This is not the firft tribute 
that has been defervedly paid to them. 
Dr. Cooke, organift of Weftminfter 
Abbey, was noted for his admirable 
pupils: whenever the circumftance 
was alluded to he was accuftomed 
to fay, * I don't teach my boys ; 
they teach one another.'"* 

• An Apology for Cathedral Service, p. 55. 

Hiftorical 
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Hlftorical examples will prove how 
far a generous confideration for thefe 
young officers of the Church is likely 
to be without advantage. A glance 
at the hiftory of fome ancient and mo- 
dern feminaries for the training of 
Chorifters, will fhow at once the fyftem 
and its fruit. 

The firft finger's fchool of which we 
have met with any account, is one in 
Africa, about the end of the fifth cen- 
tury, where children were inftruAed 
"in finging, literature, and morals." 
Of fome of its fcholars Bona tells an 
interefting and alFeding ftory. Among 
the faithful who were banifhed from 
Carthage in the cruel perfecution under 
Hunneric, King of the Vandals, were 
twelve youthful Chorifters. Thefe 
were feparated from the reft at the 
inftigation of one Tercharius, who had 
been a Catholic Leftor, and had had 
the charge of thefe very Chorifters, 
^^infantulos ftrenuos et aptos modulis 

Canti' 
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Cantilen^ey'* but had feceded to the 
Arian herefy. They were recalled to 
Carthage and aflailed with various 
kinds of torture to induce them to 
abandon the orthodox faith, but in 
vain. They remained conftant through 
all trials, "and now," fays Vidor, 
" Carthage holds them in extraordinary 
reverence, and regards them as a com- 
pany of twelve youthful Apoftles. 
They live all together, have their meals 
together, ling pfalms together, and to- 
gether make their boaft in the Lord."-|" 
The next in the order of time is the 
famous fingers' fchool at Rome, the 
inftitution of which has been attributed 
by fome to Pope Sylvefter, by others 
to Hilary, but more generally to S. 
Gregory the Great.J It is certainly 

• i. c. Hearty littie children, and fkilled in the 
notes of fong. 

t Bonae Op. Rer. Liturg. i. 25, § 19. Vic- 
toris Utic. de Perfec. Vandal. Lib. iii. 

t Circa A.D. 590. 

in 
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in connedtion with the name of the lat- 
ter that we find this fchool commonly 
mentioned. The AEla San£torum (Vita 
S. Gngorii Pap^e, AuSore loatme Dia- 
conoy) declare pofitivdy that he efta- 
bliftied a fingers' fchool at Rome, which 
was ftill governed by the fame rules, 
and that he endowed it with two houfes 
and certain farms. In one of thefe 
houfes, it is added, are ftill preferved 
the couch on which he fate when prac- 
tifing with the boys, and the fcourge 
with which he threatened them.* The 
ufe of this fcourge being confined to 
a threat, feems to bear out the tradi* 
tionary belief in his gentle and tender 
treatment of thefe children. The 
fcene fuggefted by this account, not 
forgetting the acceflbries of the couch 
and fcourge, furnifhed the fubjecft of 
an interefting pifture by Herbert, 
which was in the exhibition fome years 

• A6la Sandlorum, vol. vii. p. 149. 

ago, 
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ago, and has fince been prefented to 
the private colledion of the Royal 
Academicians. Another reprefentation 
of the fame fubjeft, by Philip de 
Champagne, adorns the chapel of S. 
Gregory in S. Nicholas' Church, 
Ghent. In many inftances the boys 
of this fchool rofe to the higheft emi- 
nence. Anaftafius (quoted by Bona) 
fays that Pope Sergius I., " coming to 
Rome in the time of Adeodatus, be- 
caufe he was diligent and able in the 
duties of finging, was placed in the 
finging fchool for his education, and 
being made acolyth, pafled through 
the orders, and was ordained Prieft by 
Leo 11."* In like manner Sergius II., 
" being placed by Leo III. in the 
fingers' fchool when a boy, to be edu- 
cated in literature and mufic, rofe 
through all the degrees, and was at 
laft made Pope.^f The fame is re- 

• Circa A.D. 680. t A.D. 844. 

lated 
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lated by Anaftafius of Gregory II., 
Stephen III., and Paul I.* 

The courfe of hiftory next brings us 
into our own country. S. Auguftine 
brought with him into England, when 
he came for the converfion of the 
Saxons,t ^^ Romana inftitutionis can- 
tores ^'\ who were difperfed about the 
country, and taught the art of Church 
mufic with fuccefs. A Deacon named 
Jacobus is mentioned by Bede as the 
firft Englifh finging mafl:er.§ The 
art, however, became fo much cor- 
rupted in this country, that Pope 
Vitalianus, A.D. 668, fent with Theo- 
dore, Archbifhop of Canterbury, a 
finger named John, who, by his own 
exertions, and thofe of his difciples, 
reftored the Roman rule.|| About the 

• Bon. Op. Rer. Liturg. i. 25, § 20. 

t A.D. 596. 

X i. e. Singers according to the Roman ufe. 

§ Bedae Hift. Eccl. AngL II. 20. 

II Adla Sandlorum, vol. vii. p. 209. 

fame 
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fame time S. Wilfrid invited ^ddi 
Stephanus from Kent, (where the art 
had thriven moft) to teach finging 
north of the Humber, and he was, in 
the words of Bede, ^^ primus ^ excepto 
Jacoho de quo Jupra diximuSj cantan- 
di magifter Nordanhymbrorutn Eccle- 
Jtisr* 

The plain-fong taught in S. Gre- 
gory's fchool, and hence called Cantus 
GregorianuSy having been impaired by- 
certain interpolations made by the 
French and Germans, Charlemagne 
reftored it. In an ancient hiftory of 
his life there is an account of a conteft 
for fuperiority between the French 
and Roman fingers, which the Em- 
peror decided in favour of the latter, 
as the difciples of the great S. Gre- 
gory. He then requefted Pope Adrian 
I. (who died A.D. 795) to fend fingers 

• i. e. The firft finging maftcr in the North- 
umbrian Churches, except the above-mentioned 
Jacobus« 

into 
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into France for the purpofe of teaching 
the true method of finging. One of 
the edicfts of Charlemagne direded that 
fchools of reading boys (legentium 
puerorum) fliould be formed, who 
were to learn the pfalms, the notes of 
fong, arithmetic and grammar. 

Some fixty years before the Norman 
Conqueft, the choir of a religious houfe 
at Peterborough was thought no un- 
worthy fchool for the fon of a Saxon 
nobleman. Thither he was fent, and 
there with the children, the infantes of 
the convent, fome of them already 
vowed to religion, others preparing 
for the world without, he enjoyed 
what education a Saxon monaftery 
could give ; he was broken in to a life 
of hardfhip and felf-difcipline ; taught 
to rife before day and to take a fpecial 
part in the facred fervice ; in the morn- 
ing he chanted, in the afternoon he 
was taught to write, to illuminate and 
bind books, or he learnt Latin from 

inter- 
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interlinear tranflations, or from conning 
over the pages of the Pfalter and Sa- 
cramentaries which were produced in 
the writing room of the convent.* 
We can infer more refpedting his 
manner of life here, and the allotment 
of the children's time, from a book 
written at the time, ^Ifric's Latin and 
Saxon Dialogue.f Firft of all, the rod 
was not fpared to thefe children. 
"Haft thou been flogged to-day?" 
aflcs the imaginary mafter; to which 
the boy anfwers, as if it was an excep- 
tion, "No, for I behaved myfelf 
warily;" but he will not anfwer for 
his companions. *' Why do you afk 
me? I muft not tell our fecrets. 
Each one knows whether he was whipt 
or not." The fame book gives an 
account how the children fpent their 
day. " To-day," fays the boy in the 
dialogue, " I have done many things ; 

•LifeofS. Wulftan, p.6. 

t Thorpe's Analedla, pp. ii6, 117. 

this 
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this night when I heard the knell, I 
arofe from my bed, and went to 
Church, and fang night-fong with the 
brethren ; and after that we fang the 
fervice of All Saints, and the morning 
lauds ; then prime, and the feven 
Pfalms with the litanies, and the firft 
mafs ; then tierce, and the mafs of the 
day ; then we fang the mid-day hour ; 
and we ate and drank, and went to 
fleep, and rofe again and fang nones. 
And now we are here before thee, 
ready to hear what thou wilt fay to us." 
They were allowed to eat meat, be- 
caufe " they were ftill children under 
the rod ;" they drank ale if they could 
get it, elfe water; but wine "they 
were not rich enough to buy, and be- 
fides it was not the drink of children 
and foolifli perfons, but of old men 
and wife." "Who awakens you," 
fays the matter, "to night-fong?" 
" Sometimes I hear the knell, and rife ; 
fometimes the mafter wakes me roughly 

with 
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with his rod." The Saxon Thane had 
no reafon to regret having placed his 
fon under this difcipline. He took 
Holy Orders, became Bifhop of Wor- 
cefter, and became fo renowned for his 
fimplicity, patience, charity and devo- 
tion, that Wulftan, the once humble 
finging boy of Peterborough, is to this 
hour numbered among the chief of the 
Englifli Saints. 

Among thefe early records of Cho- 
rifters and Chorifters' fchools, we may 
place, without afligning its precife 
date, the ftory fo beautifully told by 
Chaucer in the Priorefs' Tale. Our 
readers will afk no apology for an ex- 
trad, nor will they quarrel with a 
modernized verfion, when that verfion 
is Wordfworth's. The ftory is this. 
In a certain Chriftian town in Afia 
there was a ftreet fet apart for the ufe 
of Jews, who obtained the pofleffion 
of it from a great lord, by means of 
their wealth. 
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" A litde fchool of Chriitian people ftood 
Down at the farther end, in which there were 
A neft of children come of Chriftian blood. 
That learned in that fchool from year to year, 
Sach fort of do^ine as men ufed there ; 
That is to fay, to fing and read alfb. 
As little children in their childhood do.'* 

In this fchool a little fcholar feven 
years old, having heard with delight 
the Latin hymn " Alma Redemporis** 
defires an older fchoolfellow to give 
him inftruftion how to fing and how 
to underftand it. One part of his re- 
queft is granted, but his fchoolfellow 
cannot throw much light upon the 
meaning of the words. He confeffes, 

" Song do I learn, — fmall grammar have I got." 

Having, however, learned the mufic 
and words, the devout little Chorif- 
ter " fang it well and fearlefsly," as 
he pafled through the Jews' ftreet 
" homeward and fchoolward," and 
thereby fo ftung their unbelieving 
hearts, that they compafTed his death, 

by 
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by cutting his throat and cafting him 
into a ditch. The poor widow, his 
mother, feeks him everywhere in vain, 
among Jews and Chriftians, till at laft 
fhe comes by Divine guidance to the 
ditch where her child lies; Then, by 
miraculous interpofition, the crime 
and its authors are difcovered. 

" O Thou great God That doft perform Thy 

laud 
By mouths of innocents, lo ! here Thy might ; 
This gem of chaftity, this emerald. 
And eke of martyrdom this ruby bright. 
There, where with mangled throat he lay 

upright. 
The Alma Redemptoris 'gan to fing. 
So loud that with his voice the place did 

ring." 

The ftory ends with the punifhment 
of the Jews and the folemn burial of 
the child's body. 

" Where'er he be, God grant us him to meet." 

We meet with a detailed account of 
the " Song-fchool " attached to Dur- 
ham 
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ham Cathedral.* It flood under the 
fouth end of the nine altars, and " was 
ereded for the teaching fix children to 
fing, for the maintenance of God's fer- 
vice in the Abbey Church, who had 
their meat and drink among the chil- 
dren of the Almery, at the expenfe of 
the houfe. This fchool was built with- 
in the Church, and was neatly wain- 
fcoted within, round about, two yards 
high, and had a defk from one end of 
the fchool to the other to lay their 
books on. The floor was boarded for 
warmnefs, and round about it long 
forms were faflened in the ground for 
the children to fit on, and the place 
where the mafler fat and taught was all 
clofe boarded for warmnefs. His oflice 
was to teach the fix children to fing, 
and play on the organs every principal 
day, when the monks fang their high 
mafs, and at even-fong : but when the 
monks were at matins and fervice at 
• Sanderfon's Antiq. of Durh. Cath., p. 62. 
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midnight, one of thefe played on the 
organs himfelf, and none elfe. The 
mafter had his chamber adjoining to 
the fong-fchool, where he lodged, and 
his diet in the prior's hall among the 
prior's gentlemen : and his other necef- 
faries were fupplied at the common 
charge, till the fuppreflion of the houfe, 
when the fchool was pulled down, fo 
that it is difficult to find where it 
ftood." The original foundation of 
Durham included twelve boys in the 
choir, and it is recorded that one of 
thefe, named Eata, afterwards rofe to 
be Bifhop of Lindisfarn.* At the time 
when the above extract was written, 
the number feems to have been reduced 
to fix. King Henry VIII. fixed it at 
ten, when he remodelled the eftablifh- 
ment after the fpoliation. 

The author is performing an a<51: of 
filial duty as well as a labour of love in 

• Brief Account of Cath. and Coll. Schools, 
p. 20. 

giving 
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giving to the choir of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford, a prominent place among 
thefe hiftorical notices. Bifhop Wayn- 
flete, the pious and munificent founder 
of that college, did not look upon his 
Chorifters as mere neceflary append- 
ages for the due performance of Church 
offices. They were confidered as much 
a part of the body corporate as the 
fellows, demies, and other members of 
the foundation. The founder ordered 
that in cafe of great fcarcity or dearth, 
and the failure of the college rents, the 
number of the Chorifters fliould be 
reduced only, from fixteen to eight, 
whereas, if the fcarcity continue, he 
wills the demies of his college to be 
" totally fupprefled," and afterwards 
even the number of fellows was to be 
reduced, rather than the boys of his 
choir entirely abandoned.* In thefe 
days, when the refponfibility of thofe 
who enjoy benefaftions is fo often re- 
• V. Statutes of Magd. Coll. Oxon. 
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pudiated, this college is happy in having 
officers not unmindful of this part of 
their truft. Thofe who have experi- 
enced the way in which William of 
Waynflete's foundation fofters its alum- 
ni from childhood to maturity, and 
from middle-age to death, increafing 
their yearnings for fuller participation 
in its benefits, without difappointing 
them when fo increafed, will fee no 
caufe for wonder in the exprefled wifli 
of a newly elefted fellow, that his firft 
entrance into fuch an inftitution had 
been in early life, and that, beginning 
as a Chorifter, his prefent rank had 
been the natural growth from that firft 
ftep. 

An almoft perfed: lift of the Chorif- 
ters has been preferved from 1 546 to 
the prefent time. Among them were 
Biftiops Cooper, Bickley, Nicholfon, 
and Hopkins ; Pierce, afterwards pre- 
fident of the college, and Archdeacon 
Todd, the editor of Milton's Works, 

&c. 
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&c. From the foundation of the 
college to the prefent day the Chorifters 
have frequently become demies and 
fellows as well as clerks, chaplains, &c. 
Their mufic-fchool flood, till the be- 
ginning of the laft century, near the 
river Cherwell in the College Grove. 
But, for claflical learning, they attended 
the once *^ celebrated" college fchool, 
whofe matters in paft times were men 
of learning and- renown. The moft 
famous of thefe was the great Cardinal 
Wolfey, a man well fitted for one part 
of his tafk at leafl, for " from his cra- 
dle he was a fcholar, and a ripe and 
good one," and one whofe eminence, 
at leafl, mufl fave from contempt the 
clafs whom he did not difdain to fpend 
his time in teaching. It was his fuc- 
cefsful training of three fons of the 
Marquis of Dorfet in this fchool which 
procured him his firfl ecclefiaflical pre- 
ferment.* The lifl of maflers alfo in- 
• Fiddes' Life of Wolfey, Chap. I. 
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eludes the names of Biftiops Holte, 
Stokyfley, Cooper, Harley, and Hop- 
kins. At the latter part of the feven- 
teenth century it feems to have been 
the cuftom for the prefident to vifit the 
college fchool, when a Latin oration 
was made by one of the Chorifters. 
The Chorifters flept in truckle-beds 
feparately, in the chambers of the fel- 
lows or chaplains. Their drefs was a 
kind of livery, probably not unlike 
that of King Edward's School, Lon- 
don. When Wolfey was Dean in Di- 
vinity in this college " it belonged to 
his department to provide the livery 
which the founder had ordered to be 
worn by the Society and its depen- 
dents. He rode to London to buy 
the cloth, and the bill for it amounted 
to 53/. 1 7 J. gd. He was paid alfofive 
{hillings for the new livery of Style, a 
Chorifter, containing two yards and a 
half."* In the manufcript inventory 
* Chandler's Life of Waynflete, p. 276. 

of 
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of veftments, &c., committed to the 
care of the facriftan of the coll^ in 
1495, are ^^ pro pueris^ tunides, red 
and white, and crimfon, with orfreys 
(borders) of damaik and velvet, one 
iet of albs of blue damafk, and two 
with apparels of red filk ; and, laftly, 
a banner of S. Nicholas, the patron of 
children. 

In time of plague, which frequently 
occurred during the fixteenth century, 
the Chorifters were carefully removed 
from the college to Brackley, Witney, 
and elfewhere, under carefril fuperin- 
tendence, and the clerks received ad- 
ditional commons for taking their 
places. 

On the eve of S. Nicholas, an en- 
tertainment at the expenfe of the col- 
lege was ferved up to the Chorifters 
in the hall, at which the chaplains and 
clerks were alfo prefent, and, occafion- 
ally, the fellows. The boy-bifhop 
was then chofen, and prefented with 

gloves. 
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gloves, &c., as marks of dignity, for 
which payments occur in the libri com- 
pufi* of the college. On Maundy 
Thurfday the prefident was accuf- 
tomed to wafti the feet of feven 
Chorifters, to whom alfo a prefent of 
money was made at the charges of the 
college. The firft of May is a great 
feftival or gaudy-day among the Cho- 
rifters. At funrife they afcend the 
lofty college tower, and there, vefted 
in furplices, with other members of 
the college, fing, in Latin, a hymn to 
the Holy Trinity. A dinner is after- 
wards provided for them in the hall. 
The finging on the tower has been 
favoured with the notice of not a few 
among modern authors. Profeflbr 
Wilfon, and the authors of the " Bap- 
tiftery," and "Nature, a Parable," 
befides many anonymous writers, have 
drawn infpiration from this early fong. 
About a century ago S. Cecilia's day 
• Accompt-books. 
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was obierved in a fpecial manner by 
the Magdalen Choir, and Addifon and 
Yalden, (of whom the former was fel- 
low, the latter fucceffively, Chorifter, 
demy, and fellow of the college,) both 
wrote odes, which were fet to muiic 
and fimg on the occafion. On S. 
Mary Magdalene's day, which is the 
principal college-gaudy, the Chorifters 
wait in hall upon the fenior members of 
the coDege. The fame was formerly 
the cafe in other colleges alio, and upon 
ordinary days, but fome abufes having 
arifen from it, the authorities feem to 
have preferred the abolition of the cuf- 
tom to its amendment. And yet the 
praftice has its value, as a witnefs 
againft the notion that there is anything 
fervile or degrading in fuch an acknow- 
ledgment of fubordination in the dif- 
ferent grades of the fame brotherhood. 
At the time of the great Rebellion, 
when the Puritan commiflioners vifited 
Oxford, feveral Chorifters of Magdalen 

College 
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College were expelled for refufing to 
acquiefce in their injuncftions. We 
may couple with this difplay of youth- 
ful loyalty the ftory told of the emi- 
nent mufician Blow, namely, that 
when a Chorifter, he faved all the 
choir-books from Puritanical outrage 
by burying them, thereby preferving 
to the prefent day fome fine old mufic 
which would not otherwife have fur- 
vived thofe troubled times. 

We have but made a feledtion out 
of very many choirs, both Englifti 
and foreign, whofe records abound in 
hiftorical intereft. Thofe which fup- 
plied the education of Pope Urban 
IV., of Erafmus, of StifFani, Bifhop 
of Spiga, and other dignified ecclefiaf- 
tics, and of the eminent muficians. 
Blow, Purcell, Rogers, and Croft, 
with many others, would deferve in- 
veftigation, if time and fpace were not 
wanting for the tafk. But enough 
has been faid to fhow that the hiftory 

of 
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of paft times is a {landing witnefs 
againft the negleft and fordidnefs of 
our own. 

It muft be acknowledged, however, 
that traces of the degradation of Cho- 
rifters may be found in much earlier 
times than ours. The firft ftep was a 
difregard of their proper pofition as 
members of their refpedtive founda- 
tions, to which foundations alone their 
fervices are dedicated and due. Even 
fo early as 1454, Chorifters were 
prejfed from other choirs for that of 
King Henry VI. We find the fame 
tranfaftion repeated in the reigns of 
Henry VIII., Edward VL, and Eliza- 
beth.* Among the Chorifters thus 
prefled to minifter to the indulgence of 
Royal ears was Tufler the poet. A 
further ftep of at leaft queftionable 
propriety, was their employment to aft 
before the court in fecular plays, which 

• Warton's Hiftory of Engliih Poetry, vol. Ui. 
p. 248. 
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the children of the Chapel Royal did 
in Queen Elizabeth's and fome follow- 
ing reigns.* The pradtice was perhaps 
a corruption of the part they took in 
the ancient myfteries or miracle plays, 
performed in Churches, as a rude way 
of informing the unlettered through 
the eye. There was a mercenary ele- 
ment in both cuftoms, which probably 
paved the way for that want of reve- 
rence for the office which, in fome 
places, leads to the employment of 
Chorifters as fingers on fecular or even 
convivial occafions. 

It will not be irrelevant to give 
fome account of the interefting cere- 
mony of the Boy-Bifliop, or " Epifco- 
pus Choriftarum," to which we have 

• Warton's Hiftory of Englilh Poetry, vol. ii. 
p. 5 3 3 . Sec alfo Lilly's " Sixe Covrt Comedies, 
often Prefented and Afted before Queen Eliza- 
beth, by the Children of Her Majefties Chappell, 
and the Children of Paules ;" the matter of 
which is unfit for the mouths of any children, 
moft of all, thofe who fervc in the fandluary. 

alluded. 
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alluded. It was connefted with the 
reverence formerly paid in Cathedral 
and Collegiate Schools to the feaft of 
S. Nicholas, who has ever been ac- 
counted the patron of children. 
** For he fo yong to Crist did reverence.*** 
On that day one of the Chorifters 
was annually chofen by his compa- 
nions to prefide over them, with the 
name and dignity of a Bifhop ; and 
his office lafted till the feaft of the 
Holy Innocents, that is, about three 
weeks. He was arrayed in the ponti- 
fical veftments, and could fing any part 
of the Divine office except the mafs. 
On the Feaft of the Innocents there 
was a grand proceffion, in which the 
ufual order was reverfed, and the 
Canons of the Church performed 
the duties of the children, while the 
Chorifters and their Child-Bifhop had 
the place of dignity affigned them. 
The reafon of this is given in a fermon 
• Chaucer. The Priorefs* Tale. 
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delivered by a Boy-Bifhop in Gloucef- 
ter Cathedral, on the text, " Except ye 
be converted and become as little chil- 
dren, ye fliall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." 

" Thus much have I faid of the 
virtue of innocency for the honours of 
thofe blefled innocents who are re- 
membered in the Church this day; 
which day, as it is commonly called 
Childermafs day, fo it is celebrated and 
folemnized by the preferment of chil- 
dren in all great Cathedral Churches ; 
which gave the child this day the 
prerogative above men, in token that 
they took place of men for their mar- 
tyrdom in the caufe of the blefled 
Child Jesus."* 

When the Child-Bifhop died during 
the term of his office, he was buried 
with the honour due to his temporary 
rank, and in his pontifical attire, as all 
the Bifhops of the Church then were. 
* Juftorum Semita. (S. Nicholas.) 

In 
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In Salifbury Cathedral there is at this 
day a monument of a Child-Bifliop, 
reprefenting the effigy of a boy ponti- 
fically arrayed, and in the ad of giving 
the bleffing.* 

We have little difpofition to com- 
ment on the expediency or propriety 
of the cuftom here defcribed. One 
thing only we would fearlefsly aflert, 
viz., that there is no fufficient ground 
for the commonly received opinion of 
its abfurdity and profanity. If it had 
been abfurd, it would hardly have 
prevailed fimultaneoufly in France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Spain^ and 
every diocefe in England.f If it had 
been profane. Queen Mary would not 
have revived it after Henry VIII. had 
fuppreffed it, nor would Dean Colet 
have ordered the boys of his fchool at 
S. Paul's, " every Childermaffe daye 
to come to S. Paul's Church, and hear 

• V. Stothard's Monumental Effigies, 
t Strype, Eccl. Mem. iii. 206. 

the 
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the Child-Bifhop fermon, and after 
that be at the hygh maffe^ and each of 
them offer id. to the Child Byfshope."* 
If it had been either abfurd or profane, 
Archbifliop Rotherham and others 
would not have bequeathed, for the 
ufe of the Chorifter-Bifhop, " a mitre 
of cloth of gold, with knops of filver 
enamelled," "rings of great richnefs 
and beauty," and "robes lined with 
purple fatin."t Neither would the 
infant Prelate, "when he went his 
proceflion, have been much feafted and 
treated by the people, as it feems, 
much valuing his bleffing.":); 

The ancient apparel of Chorifters, 
both on feftivals and ordinary occa- 
fions, fumiihes an additional proof of 
the reverence and efteem in which their 
office was held. Befides what has 
been mentioned in the account of 

• Knight's Life of Dean Colet. 
t Hearne's Liber Niger. 66y. 
X Strype, Eccl. Mem. iii. 206. 
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Magdalen College Choir, we find 
many fimilar inftances. In the inven- 
tory of ornaments belonging to S. 
Fridefwide's Monaftery in Oxford, 
taken by the Commiflioners of King 
Henry VIIL, occur " for the Chorif- 
ters," tunicles of red and white damaflc 
and iilk, amefles of blue and white 
baundekin, and chequered with red 
filk and gold, befides the albs.* John 
de Pultoney " bequeathed the yearly 
fum of 20S. to the almoner of S. Paul's, 
to be by him beftowed on the fummer 
habit of the Chorifters/'f The veft- 
ments of various colours worn by 
Chorifters in France on feftivals and 
in proceffions, are repeatedly defcribed 
in the " Voyages Liturgiques.":j: And, 
to fay nothing of the other veftments, 
the fa(5t of their having, at all periods, 
worn the alb, or its fubftitute the fur- 

• Dugdale's Monaft. ii. 167. 
f Dugdale's S. Paul's, p. 34. 
X Voyages Liturgiques, pp. 49, 150. 
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plice, which anciendy was not put on 
without a folemn, though brief, prayer, 
fpeaks much for the fanftity of their 
occupation.* Among the things re- 
tained for the ufe of the Church in the 
time of Edward VI., the ancient albs 
were ordered to be made into furplices 
"for the Minifters and Chorifters." 
The boys of all the Oxford Choirs, 
when not affifting in the fervice, wear 
an academical drefs, refembling that 
of a Bachelor of Arts, a regulation 
revived or introduced by Dean Al- 
drich at Chrift Church. The Chorif- 
ters of Norwich Cathedral, except on 
feftivals, wear purple gowns inftead 
of furplices in the fervice. 

Nor was their drefs the only thing 
which marked Chorifters as fet apart 
from, and fuperior to, the lay mem- 
bers of the congregation. The paint- 
ing in S. Nicholas' Church, Ghent, 
already mentioned, reprefents them 

• Pugin's Gloflary of Eccl. Ornament, p. 6. 

with 
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with the tonfure, the ufe of which, 
both in the ordination of ecclefiaftical 
perfons, and the inveftiture of knights, 
betokened a fpecial and permanent 
confecration to God's fervice. The 
ancient ftatutes of Exeter Cathedral 
require that the Chorifters fhould re- 
ceive the tonfure.* 

Enough has now been faid to fup- 
port Mr. Jebb's remark, that " in this 
age of education, it is but right that 
the fpecial children of the Church, 
engaged, from their tender years, in a 
holy fervice, fhould have every advan- 
tage of found moral and religious 
inftru<ftion."t At leaft as much is their 
due as was required by Archbifhop 
Grindall at his vifitation in York in 
1570, when he direded the Precentor 
or his deputy, or the matter of the 
Choritters, to provide that the Chorif- 

• Brief Account of Cath. and Coll. Schools, 
p. 30. 

f Jebb on Choral Service, p. 124. 
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ters ihould be virtuoufly brought up 
in the principles of religion, and be 
examined thrice every quarter of the 
year in the Englifh Catechifm. How 
far the fpirit of this has been difre- 
garded, may be inferred from the facft 
that within the paft year the fchool- 
mafter of one of our Choirs, on com- 
mencing his tafk of catechizing the 
Chorifters, difcovered that one of thofe 
on whom he was ftriving to imprefs 
the refponfibility of " a child of God," 
was adtually unbaptized, and had ferved 
as a Minifter of the Church for months 
before he was a member of it. 

Finally, it is a due religious care 
that we afk for Chorifters, not that 
inordinate and felfifh attention which 
fome beftow on boys. Maxima debe- 
tur puero reverentia^* and this capri- 
cious fondnefs is as far removed from 
reverence, as is the negledt of which 

• i. e. The greateft revertnce is due to a boy. 
Juvenal. Sat. xiv. 47. 

we 
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we complain in others. Let them be 
treated only according to their due, 
and Chorifters may be in all places 
what they are in fome, fuch that thofe 
who have been numbered among them 
look back to that period as the happieft 
of their lives, and are not forry to find 
themfelves Chorifters in heart to the 
laft day of their lives. 



APPEN- 



APPENDIX. 

I. 

(From the Pontificale Romanum.) 

De Officio Psalmistatus. 

Pfalmijia^ id eft y Cantor y poteft fola 
juffione Preft?yteri officium fufcipere can- 
tandiy dicente fibi Preft?ytero : 

Vide, ut, quod ore cantas, corde 
credas ; et quod corde credis, operibus 
comprobes. 

Et ft Epifcopus Clericum ordinans 
bac faciaty bene facit. 

Si officium PJalmiftatus collatum olim 
fuerit degradando ; poft degradationem 
a prima tonjura ; ft velity Pontifex 
dicit : 

Quod ore cantafti, corde non credi- 

difti. 
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difti, nee opere implevifti ; ideo, ean- 
tandi offieium in Eeelefia Dei a te 



amovemus. 



II. 

(Quotedy in "^ Brief Account of 
Cathedral and Collegiate SchoolSy' from 
the " Liber Pontificalis:') 

Ad Pueros sacro habitu induendos. 

Adefto, DoMiNE, fupplicationibus 
noftris, et hos famulos Tuos benedieere 
j dignare, quibus in Tuo fanfto nomine 
habitum facrae religionis imponimus ; 
ut, Te largiente, et devoti in eeelefia 
perfiftere, et vitam percipere mereantur 
aeternam* 



III. 

The following Meditation^ from 
Bifliop Ken's Manual of Prayers for 

the 
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the Scholars of Winchefter Collegey is 
here printed for the ufe of CborifterSy to 
wbofe circumjiances it feems peculiarly 
appropriated. 

A Meditation on the Holy Child 
Jesus. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Jesus ; 
glory be to Thee, Who when Thou 
wert twelve years old, didft go up to 
Jerufalem with Thy parents, after the 
cuftom of the feaft, to eat the Paflbver, 
and to worfhip Thy Heavenly Father. 

O Blefled Saviour, give me grace, 
like Thee, to make religion my firft 
and chiefeft care, and devoutly to ob- 
ferve all folemn times, and all holy 
rites, which relate to Thy worfhip. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Jesus ; 
glory be to Thee, Who when Thy pa- 
rents returned home, didft ftay behind 
in Jerufalem, and after three days waft 
found of them in the temple, fitting in 

the 
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the midft of the doftors, both hearing 
them, and afking them queftions. 

O Blefled Saviour, Who in Thy 
very childhood didft triumph over all 
the vain delights of youth, and wouldft 
choofe no place but the temple to re- 
fide in, mortify in me all inordinate 
love of fenfual pleafure, which may 
pervert me from my duty ; raife in me 
an awful reverence of Thy houfe, an 
early devotion in my prayers, and a 
delight in Thy praifes. 

O Blefled Jesu, Who didfl: choofe, 
before all others, the company of the 

doftors, and didfl: both hear them and 

« 

aflc them queftions ; give me grace to 
abhor all lewd company, and all filthy 
communication ; give me grace to love 
wife, and fober, and profitable, and 
religious converfatiqn, and to be dili- 
gent and inquifitive after learning, and 
whatfoever is good. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Jesus ; 
glory be to Thee, Who when Thy 

father 
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father and mother had fought Thee 
forrowing, didft reply to them, " How 
Is it that ye fought Me? Wift ye 
not that I muft be about My Father's 
bufmefs ?" 

O Bleffed Jesu, Who from Thine 
infancy didft make it Thy whole 
employment to do Thy Father's 
will, kindle in me a forward zeal for 
Thy glory, that I may confecrate my 
youth to Thy fervice, and make it the 
great bufinefs of my life to know and 
fear, to love and obey my Heavenly 
Father. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Jesus ; 
glory be to Thee, Who didft at laft 
return home with Thy parents, and 
wert fubjed to them. 

O Bleffed Jesu, give me grace to 
honour my parents and governors, and 
readily to obey all their lawful com- 
mands! 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Jesus ; 
glory be to Thee, Who in thofe tender 

years 
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years wert blefled with fuch heavenly 
wifdom, that all that heard Thee were 
aftonifhed at Thy underftanding and 
anfwers. Who didft daily increafe in 
this heavenly wifdom, and in favour 
with God and man ! 

O Lord Jesu, blefs me with all 
abilities of mind and body, that may 
make me daily increafe in my learning ; 
but above all, blefs me with wifdom 
from above, and give me Thy Holy 
Spirit to affift and enlighten me, that 
as I grow in age, I may daily grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee, 
and in favour with God and man, and ! 
every day more and more conformable | 
to Thy unfinning and Divine example. \ 
Amen, Lord Jesus, Amen. I 
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IV. 

The Chorifter's Meditation when vefted 
in the Surf lice. 

Cleanfe me, O Lord, and keep me 
undefiled, that I may be numbered 
among thofe bleffed children, who 
having waflied their robes, and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb, 
ftand before Thy throne, and ferve 
Thee day and night in Thy temple. 
Amen. 

The ChoriJFer's Prayer before Divine 
Service. 

O Lord, open Thou my lips, that 
my mouth may ihow forth Thy praife, 
and purify my heart that I may wor- 
thily magnify Thy glorious Name ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

The Chorijier's Prayer after 'Divine 
Service. 

Grant, O Lord, that what I have \ 

fung 
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fung with my mouth, I may believe in 
my heart ; and what I believe in my 
heart I may fteadfaftly fulfil ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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LIFE OF THOMAS TUSSER, 




THE POET.* 




The Author of the « Five Hundred 
Points of Good Hufbandry/' in his 
poetical life of himfelf, gives fo curious 
a reprefentation of a Chorifter's condi- 
tion in the fixteenth century, when the 
degradation of the office had com- 
menced, as to deferve infertion here. 




" It came to pas that borne I was. 
Of linage good and gentle blood. 
In EiTex laier a village faier 

that Rivenhall hight ; 
Which village lide by Banktree fide. 
There fpend did I mine infancy ; 
There then my name in honeft hme 

remained in fight. 




** I yet but yoong, no fpeech of tong. 
Nor teares withall that often fall 
From mother's eies when child outcries 
to part her fro ; 




• See page 54. 
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Could pitty make good hthcr take. 
But out I muft to fong be thruft ; 
Say what I would, do what I couM, 
his mind was fo/* 

Accordingly, having been fent by 
his father to a mufic fchool, as was the 
pradice in thofe days,* he became one 
of the four Chorifters in the Collegiate 
Chapel of Wallingford Caftle,t in 
which pofition he fufFered hardfhips 
which led him to continue his narrative 
in a ftrain of bitter complaint. 

** What robes how bare, what coUedge hit ! 
What bread how ftale, what pemiy ale ! 
Then, Wallingford, how wert thou abhord 
of filly boies! 

" Thence for my voice^ I mull (no choice) 
Away of forfe, like poftmg horfe. 
For fundrie men had placards then 
fuch child to take : 

• Hawkins' Hiftory of Mufic, vol. iii. p. 
465. 

t Warton's Hift. of Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 
248. 

The 
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The better breft,* the leffer reft. 
To ferve the queerc, now there, now here. 
For time fo fpent I may repent 
and forrow make. 

^* Bat marke the chance, myfelf to vance 
By friendihip's lot to Paule's I got ; 
So found I grace a certain (pace 

ftill to remain 
With Redford f there, the like no where 
For cunning fuch and vertue much. 
By whom fome part of muficke art 
fo did I gaine. 

" From Paule's I went, to Eaton fent 
To learn ftreightwaies the latin phraies 
Where fiftie three ftripes given to me 
at once I had, 

• To have a good breaft was formerly a com- 
mon periphrafis to denote a good finger. In the 
ftatutes of Stoke College in Suffolk, founded by 
Parker, Archbifhop of Canterbury, is a provifion 
in thefe words : *' Of which faid querifters, 
after their breafts are changed, (i. e. their voices 
broke,) we will the moft apt of wit and capacity 
be helpen with exhibitions of forty ftiillings, &c." 
— Strype's Life of Parker, p. 9. 

t John Redford, Organift of S. Paul's. 

For 
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